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own way as it; and moved by the Supreme Intelligence in the
same way as a lover is by the presence of his beloved. But
what I wanted was to find some more immediate cause of the
up and down, to and fro, right and left movements on the
earth, which had they been under the direct influence of the
Supreme Intelligence, one would have expected to find circular,
eternal, and harmonious as that of ./Ether; and this I found in
the motion of this same /Ether surrounding the world, which
could lend the earth the motion needed for its purposes, and
receiving it back again as fast as it was lent, would itself suffer
therefore neither diminution nor increase. And as Aristotle
had always taught us to separate, in form at least, his efficient
and immediate from his final cause, I felt that it would give his
system a greater harmony if I should make the JEther the
immediate or efficient cause of the motion on the earth, and the
Supreme Intelligence the immediate cause of the motion of the
.ZEthcr, as well as the Final Cause of the motions of both.
But as my revisers will not have it so, but insist that the
metaphor of the lover and the beloved is not scientifically
adequate to cause the motion even of the JEther by the
Supreme Intelligence, (in which I agree with them), there is no
course open to me but to fail back on my own principle of
development and to contend, as it demands, that Aristotle not
only could not find a place for Number, and all that it involves,
in his system, but could not find a place for Motion either,
which is still worse. And yet one is surprised that the great
Aristotle should have exposed so large a surface of Achilles*
heel to the enemy as the absence from his system of all that is
contained in the conceptions of both Number and Motion would
entail; and 150 for the present we must leave it. But I had
another reason for attributing the motion of the earth to the
reservoir of Motion In the /Ether, and that was that the Stoics,
who took the next step in evolution in advance of Aristotle,
got their principle of Motion from /Ether; and retrospectively
this looks as if they thought that Aristotle had done so too.